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SUMMARY  OF  RECOMMENDATIONS  FOR  THE  DEVELOPMENT  OF  AN  ALEWIFE  PARK  AND  OPEN 
SPACE  NETWORK 


Recommendations  of  this  report  are  summarized  as  follows: 

1.   The  public  preservation,  either  through  easements,  direct  purchase,  or 

other  controls,  of  five  parcels  of  land  for  the  expansion  of  existing 

open  space  areas  throughout  the  Alewife  area.   Recommended  for  preserva- 
tion are  the  following  parcels: 

a.  Arthur  D.  Little  (ADL)  Wetlands 

This  land  area  is  presently  in  private  ownership,  adjacent  to 
the  ADL  complex  in  Cambridge.   Much  of  the  parcel  is  not  suited 
for  development  due  to  the  wet  nature  of  the  land.   The 
preservation  of  the  wetlands  for  open  space  would  make  a  logical 
extension  of  the  Reservation  to  the  north  and  would  assure  the 
continuance  of  the  wetlands'  hydrologic  function. 

b.  ADL  Uplands 

The  ADL  uplands  are  privately  owned,  located  in  Belmont  and 
Cambridge.   Some  of  this  area  is  high   land  and  could  be 
developed.   The  preservation  of  the  uplands  for  open  space 
would  increase  the  size  of  the  Reservation  and  provide  additional 
area  for  public  use,  east  of  Little  Pond.   The  preservation  of 
the  uplands  would  also  increase  the  wildlife  population  of  the 
Reservation  and  protect  it  from  the  disruption  of  additional 
development. 

c.  Blair  Pond 

The  Blair  Pond  area,  located  south  of  the  Alewife  Reservation, 
is  privately  owned.   The  pond  and  surrounding  land  are  flood- 
water  retention  areas  and  serve  as  resting  and  feeding  habitats 
for  water  fowl  and  other  wildlife.   The  preservation  of  the 
Blair  Pond  area  as  open  space  would  expand  the  Reservation  to 
the  south  and  would  serve  as  a  buffer  between  the  industrial 
and  residential  development  on  the  south  and  the  Alewife 
Reservation. 
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d.  Jerry's  Pond 

The  Jerry's  Pond  area,  located  in  Cambridge  on  Rindge  Avenue 
is  privately  owned.   The  Pond  is  surrounded  by  existing  and 
proposed  open  space  parcels;  the  MDC  pool  to  the  east, 
Russel  Field  to  the  northeast,  and  the  proposed  eastern 
entrance  to  the  MBTA  on  the  north.   The  Jerry's  Pond  area, 
preserved  for  park  or  open  space  use,  would  create  an 
opportunity  to  develop  a  significant  amount  of  open  park 
land  in  a  dense  urban  environment. 

e.  Mugar  Property 

The  Mugar  property,  located  in  Arlington  north  of  Route  2  is 
privately  owned.   Presently,  the  official  position  of  the 
Town  of  Arlington  is  for  economic  development  of  the  Mugar 
Site.   The  Town's  position  of  developing  the  property  will 
be  reevaluated  through  the  Town  Meeting  process  in  the 
Spring  of  1978.   While  the  Subcommittee  acknowledges  this 
position,  members  also  believe  that  some  portions  of  the 
property  are  less  developable  than  others  due  to  the  character 
of  the  land.   A  majority  of  members  feel  the  entire  parcel 
should  be  preserved  as  open  space.   However,  if  development 
proposals  are  sought  for  the  site,  the  Subcommittee  recommends 
that  some  of  the  natural  character  of  the  area  be  maintained 
through  required  design  criteria  and  controls,  including 
setbacks,  height  restrictions,  avoiding  the  floodplain, 
and  special  permit  zoning.   Additionally,  the  Subcommittee 
recommends  that  development  proposals  be  designed  to  minimize 
impacts  on  the  surrounding  neighborhoods  by  utilizing 
landscaped  buffers  and  paths. 
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2.  Changes  are  recommended  in  the  condition  and  use  of  four  pieces  of  land 
which  are  presently  in  public  ownership.   Recommended  area  for  rehabili- 
tation and  reconstruction  include: 

a.  ADL  Eastern  Parking  Lot  -  remove  some  of  the  pavement  and 
restore  vegetation. 

b.  Yates  Pond  -  restore  the  area,  after  construction,  to  its 
existing  state,  to  provide  an  approach  for  the  Reservation,  a 
wild  or  natural  amenity,  and  to  provide  for  public  use. 

c.  Cambridge  Dump  Site  -  support  the  efforts  of  the  City  to  re- 
develop the  dump  for  active  recreational  use. 

d.  Alewife  Brook  Parkway  -  improve  and  widen  the  right-of-way, 
from  the  Dewey  and  Almy  Circle  to  Fresh  Pond,  to  permit  land- 
scaping on  either  side  of  the  roadway. 

3.  Establishment  of  a  bicycle  and  pedestrian  path  network  throughout  the 
Alewife  area  is  recommended.   A  priority  system  for  the  construction 
of  paths  is  identified  to  connect  open  spaces  and  activity  centers, 
to  provide  access  to  the  MBTA  station,  and  to  provide  a  source  of 
active  recreation.   A  total  of  18  path  sections  and  road  and  railroad 
crossings  is  recommended. 

4.  If  a  new  road  is  constructed  through  wetlands  south  of  Route  2  to 
provide  access  to  businesses  on  Route  2,  it  is  recommended  that: 

a.  all  mitigating  measures  be  taken  in  the  design  and  construc- 
tion of  the  road; 

b.  the  road  service  ADL  as  well  as  Route  2  establishments; 

c.  pavement  of  the  Acorn  Park  Road  be  removed  and  replaced  with 
landscaping  and  vegetation. 
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5.  It  is  recommended  that  the  feasibility  of  eliminating  one  or  both  of 
the  Route  2  ramps  east  of  Lake  Street,  at  the  Route  2/Lake  Street 
interchange,  be  studied.   Elimination  of  the  ramps  would  create  a 
greater  open  space  on  the  bank  of  the  Little  Pond  and  the  potential 
for  a  canoe  launch  area  at  Little  Pond. 

6.  While  the  Subcommittee  regrets  the  necessity  of  disrupting  park  land 
with  the  construction  of  the  access  ramps,  it  is  recommended  that 
the  ramps  from  Route  2  to  the  station/garage  complex  be  designed  to: 

a.  minimize  the  impact  on  the  natural  setting  of  the  Reservation; 

b.  maintain  the  usefulness  of  the  Reservation  beneath  and 
surrounding  the  ramps; 

c.  minimize  impact  on  hydrology  by  using  independent  viaducts. 

It  is  further  recommended  that  the  design  of  the  ramps  and  the 
entire  roadway  improvements  project  be  reviewed  periodically  with 
all  interested  parties,  including  the  Alewife  Task  Force. 

7.  It  is  recommended  that  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Public  Works 
(MDPW)  clearly  detail  in  the  roadway  Environmental  Impact  Statement 
(EIS) ,  the  mitigating  and  compensating  measures  which  will  be  taken 
to  alleviate  negative  impacts  of  the  ramps  on  the  Alewife 
Reservation. 

8.  It  is  recommended  that  the  Metropolitan  District  Commission  (MDC) 
develop  a  Master  Plan,  with  periodic  review  by  all  interested 
parties,  for  the  Alewife  Reservation  to  define  future  management 
techniques  for  the  land,  and  to  identify  appropriate  recreational 
uses  and  site  treatments  within  specific  areas  of  the  Reservation. 

9.  It  is  recommended  that  the  City  of  Cambridge,  in  revising  the  zoning 
ordinance  in  the  Alewife  area,  consider  certain  design  criteria  for 
future  development  such  as  height  limitations  and  setbacks 
(particularly  in  the  triangle)  to  minimize  the  impacts  on  the 
Reservation  of  shadows  and  'overpowering'  building  heights. 
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10.  It  is  recommended  that  as  part  of  the  road  and  transit  construction 
projects,  a  portion  of  the  Alewife  Brook  be  removed  from  the  culvert 
to  flow  uncovered  in  the  area  west  of  the  MBTA  station/garage  complex, 

11.  Pedestrian  and  vehicle  underpasses  of  the  Alewife  Brook  Parkway 
are  recommended  between  the  Fitchburg  Branch  ROW  and  the  Fresh  Pond 
Circle. 
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INTRODUCTION 


Park  and  Open  Space  Subcommittee 

The  Park  and  Open  Space  Subcommittee  of  the  Alewife  Task  Force  was 
organized  in  April,  1977  to  recommend  policy  and  guidelines  for  the  develop- 
ment of  a  park  and  open  space  network  or  system  throughout  the  Alewife  area. 
The  goals  of  the  Subcommittee  are  similar  to  those  of  the  Alewife  Linear  Park 
Subcommittee  which  was  organized  several  years  ago  to  address  the  need  for 
park  planning  throughout  the  Alewife  area.   The  present  Subcommittee 
includes  residents  and  Conservation  and  Planning  Department  staff  from  the 
three  communities  of  Arlington,  Belmont,  and  Cambridge,  as  well  as  repre- 
sentatives from  the  Metropolitan  District  Commission  (MDC) ,  the  Metro- 
politan Area  Planning  Council  (MAPC) ,  the  Central  Transportation  Planning 
Staff  (CTPS) ,  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Transportation  Authority  (MBTA) ,  and 
the  Executive  Office  of  Environmental  Affairs  (EOEA) .   The  Mystic  River 
Watershed  Association  has  been  from  the  start  a  vigorous  proponent  of 
park  and  open  space  planning. 

Park  and  Open  Space  Concepts 

The  concept  of  a  park  and  open  space  system  first  emerged  75  years  ago 
and  again  recently  as  a  result  of  environmental  concerns  expressed  in 
conjunction  with  the  construction  of  the  transit/garage  complex  at  Alewife. 
Task  Force  members  agreed  that  open  spaces  within  such  a  congested  environ- 
ment should  be  highly  valued  and  preserved,  and  expanded  where  possible. 
These  open  or  'green  areas'  could  be  linked  to  each  other  and  to  the 
surrounding  region  by  a  system  of  landscaped  pedestrian  and  bicycle  paths. 
Such  an  open  space  network  would  preserve  existing  natural  wildlife 
habitats  and  improve  the  visual  quality  of  the  area.   Further,  the  open 
space  network  would  complement  economic  development  in  the  area  and 
significantly  enhance  development  potential. 

The  Park  and  Open  Space  Subcommittee's  function  is  one  of  insuring 
that  these  environmental  and  open  space  concepts  at  Alewife  are  given  the 
fullest  possible  attention  during  the  urban  planning  process. 
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Planning  Process 

The  work  of  the  Park  and  Open  Space  Subcommittee  is  an  important 
component  of  the  entire  Joint  Planning  Program  for  Alewife.   The  Alewife 
Task  Force  has  for  the  past  two  and  one  half  years  been  following  the 
progress  of  the  proposed  transit  extension  from  Harvard  Square  to 
Arlington. 

Subcommittee  members  have  been  meeting  periodically  since  April,  1977  to 
develop  ideas  for  the  public  preservation  of  land  areas  (either  through 
direct  purchase,  easements,  or  other  controls),  improvements  of  existing 
open  space,  use  of  open  land,  and  logical  pedestrian  and  bicycle  linkages 
throughout  Alewife.   This  task  has  included  drawing  upon  ideas  expressed 
in  other  studies  completed  for  the  area,  particularly  the  Alewife 
Linear  Park  Study  by  the  Harvard  and  Tufts  student  team,  and  formulating 
new  concepts  for  open  space  and  recreation.   During  the  past  several  months, 
Subcommittee  members  have  devoted  a  considerable  amount  of  time  to 
developing  concepts,  and  conducting  field  surveys  and  wildlife  inven- 
tories (see  bibliography),  and  reviewing  drafts  of  this  report. 

Description  of  the  Alewife  Area 

The  Alewife  area  is  located  in  three  communities;  North  Cambridge, 
East  Arlington,  and  East  Belmont.   It  is  a  highly  urbanized  area  supporting 
a  variety  of  land  uses.   One  of  the  more  visable  characteristics  of  Alewife 
is  the  pattern  of  railroad  tracks  and  major  roadways  which  cross  and 
intersect  within  the  area.   Route  2,  from  the  west,  intersects  with  the 
Alewife  Brook  Parkway  at  the  Dewey  and  Almy  Circle.   Both  of  these  roads 
are  primary  commuter  routes  to  Cambridge  and  Boston  employment  centers. 
Railroads  crossing  the  area  include  the  B  &  M  Fitchburg  Branch,  the 
Bedford  Branch  and  the  Freight  Cutoff,  two  of  which  service  the  industry 
in  the  Alewife  area.   Dense  residential  development  borders  Alewife  in 
North  Cambridge  and  East  Arlington.   Most  heavy  industry  is  located 
within  the  so  called  Traingle  and  Quadrangle,  and  commercial  development 
lines  Route  2  and  the  Parkway.   Traffic  loads  add  to  the  urban  scale 
giving  the  area  a  sense  of  congestion  and  urgency. 

In  addition  to  urban  uses  in  the  Alewife  area,  there  are  a  number  of 
publicly-owned  recreational  and  open,  natural  parcels  of  land,  the  largest 
of  which  is  the  52-acre  Alewife  Brook  Reservation.   The  MDC  Reservation 
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is  generally  located  between  Route  2  on  the  north  and  the  Industrial 
Triangle  on  the  south.   It  includes  open  land  on  both  sides  of  the  Little 
River  from  Little  Pond  on  the  west  and  continues  on  both  sides  of  the 
Alewife  Brook  to  Massachusetts  Avenue  on  the  east.   The  land  area  in- 
cludes several  water  bodies:   Little  Pond;  Perch  Pond;  Yates  Pond; 
Little  River;  Wellington  Brook  (partial);  and  the  Alewife  Brook. 

As  an  addition  to  the  Reservation,  the  MDC  has  purchased  the  Di- 
Giovanni  property  which  is  approximately  1.3  acres.  This  property  is 
located  to  the  west  of  Perch  Pond  and  north  of  the  Freight  Cutoff  ROW. 

Other  open  spaces  in  the  area  include  Russell  Field.   Located  off 
Rindge  Avenue  in  Cambridge  between  Jerry's  Pond  on  the  west  and  North 
Cambridge  nieghborhoods  on  the  east,  it  is  presently  a  city-wide  hall 
field  facility.   Adjacent  to  the  Field  is  an  MDC  swimming  pool. 

The  old  Cambridge  dump  site,  located  east  of  the  Alewife  Brook 
Parkway  between  the  B  &  M  Fitchburg  Branch  ROW  and  Concord  Avenue,  is 
slated  for  re-use  as  a  city-wide  recreational  area  including  ball  fields 
and  other  activity  facilities.   This  site  should  be  developed  sometime 
after  the  transit  line  construction  begins,  since  its  design  and  con- 
struction is  dependent  upon  the  spoil  from  subway  excavation.   Thorndike 
Field,  located  in  East  Arlington  north  of  Route  2,  is  used  for  town- 
wide  recreational  activities.   Magnolia  Street  Playground  to  the  east 
of  Thorndike  Field,  is  an  undeveloped  parcel  of  land,  for  which  the 
Town  has  appropriated  funding  for  improvements  in  1978.   Recently  funding 
was  appropriated  for  an  engineering  study  of  the  Magnolia  Street  play- 
ground to  improve  the  soils  and  drainage  conditions.  Additionally, 
Arlington  voted  in  1973  to  acquire  the  area,  including  the  abandoned 
B  &  M  ROW,  between  the  two  parks  for  recreational  and  open  space  purposes. 

The  cattail  swamp,  located  north  of  the  Dewey  and  Almy  Circle,  is 
privately  owned.  The  town  of  Arlington  voted,  in  1973,  to  acquire  the 
swamp  for  conservation  lands.   It  has,  as  yet,  not  been  purchased. 

The  Fresh  Pond  Reservation,  located  south  of  Concord  Avenue,  is  an 
area  of  partially  wooded  property  surrounding  the  Fresh  Pond  Reservoir. 
The  land,  owned  by  the  city  of  Cambridge,  is  open  for  passive  recreational 
use  including  hiking  and  jogging.   A  golf  course,  which  currently  consti- 
tutes the  largest  recreational  component,  is  also  located  within  the 
Reservation. 


-9- 


Included  In  these  and  other  nearby  parcels  are  a  number  of  wetland 
areas  (defined  in  the  Wetlands  Protection  Act,  ch.  131  sec.  40)  which 
fall  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Cambridge,  Arlington,  and  Belmont 
Conservation  Commissions.   Any  alteration  of  these  wetlands  must  be 
reviewed  by  the  Commissions  as  stated  in  the  Wetlands  Protection  Act. 
Generally,  those  areas  designated  as  wetlands  include:  much  of  the 
Alewife  Reservation;  an  area  north  of  Acorn  Park  Road;  lands  on 
either  side  of  the  Little  River,  with  the  exception  of  the  ADL 
complex;  Blair  Pond;  and  lands  surrounding  Yates  Pond. 

Organization  of  the  Report 

This  first  report  of  the  Alewife  Park  and  Open  Space  Subcommittee 
summarizes  policy  objectives  and  proposals  for  open  space  throughout 
the  Alewife  area.   The  emphasis  of  the  report  is  on  the  proposed 
expansion  of  existing  open  and  recreational  areas  and  the  needed 
linkages  between  those  areas  and  other  activity  sites.   There  is, 
therefore,  no  use  analysis  of  existing  open  space  such  as  the 
Alewife  Brook  and  Fresh  Pond  Reservations,  contained  within  the 
report. 

The  report  is  organized  into  three  sections:  Proposed  Areas  for 
the  Expansion  of  Open  Space;  Proposed  Bicycle  and  Pedestrian  Paths 
including  Road  and  Railroad  Crossing;  and  discussion  of  Other  Open 
Space  Issues. 

Section  I,  Proposed  Areas  for  the  Expansion  of  Open  Space, 
discusses  the  planning  process,  open  space  objectives,  and  describes 
the  priority  proposals  for  open  space. 

The  Proposed  Bicycle  and  Pedestrian  Path  section  discusses  the 
functions  of  paths  and  defined  crossing  areas,  the  planning  process, 
objectives  for  the  development  of  paths,  and  descriptions  of  priorities 
for  path  development.   The  final  part  of  this  section  describes  proposed 
road  and  railroad  crossings. 

The  third  and  last  section  of  the  Report,  Other  Open  Space  Issues, 
is  concerned  with  the  Subcommittee's  discussion  of  several  other  issues 
relevant  to  the  future  of  the  Alewife  area. 
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PROPOSED  AREAS  FOR  THE  EXPANSION  OF  OPEN  SPACE 


Planning  Process 

The  process  of  planning  for  an  Alewife  park  and  open  space  network 
involved  several  steps.   First,  an  examination  was  made  of  the  entire 
Alewife  area  and  the  interplay  or  interaction  among  the  different  land 
uses  throughout  the  area.   Secondly,  members  determined  which  parcels 
of  land  were  desirable  for  park  and/or  open  space  use  throughout 
Alewife.   Each  member  was  asked  to  map  his  or  her  preferences  or 
concepts  for  new  or  improved  park  lands,  considering  the  proposals 
for  road,  transit,  and  other  kinds  of  development  within  the  area. 
These  maps  then  became  the  basis  for  consensus  building,  resulting 
in  a  composite  map  of  existing  and  proposed  park  and  open  space  lands 
in  the  Alewife  area.   From  this  process  emerged  a  number  of  policies 
or  objectives  which  members  felt  guided  their  decisions.   Additionally, 
a  system  of  priorities  for  public  preservation  of  new  lands  or  im- 
provement of  existing  lands  was  developed. 

Where  possible,  desired  uses  of  the  areas  have  been  noted,  such  as 
"wildlife  preservation",  "passive  recreation"  etc.   All  of  these  will 
require  more  detailed  definition.   In  some  cases,  such  as  the  Yates 
Pond  area,  and  the  Alewife  Reservation  directly  north  of  the  Industrial 
Triangle,  the  committee  felt  that  further  study  and  design  proposals 
were  needed  to  determine  specific  uses  of  the  area. 

Open  Space  Objectives 

Throughout  the  planning  process,  Subcommittee  members  discussed  a 
variety  of  objectives  for  the  development  of  an  Alewife  open  space 
system.   The  overriding  opinion  of  the  Subcommittee  was  to  preserve, 
manage,  improve,  and  expand,  wherever  possible,  the  existing  open 
undeveloped  lands  within  the  Alewife  Area.   The  policies  and  objectives 
expressed  by  Subcommittee  members  included: 

1.  Preserve  and  manage  existing  open  land  areas  (such  as  the  Alewife 
Reservation) . 

2.  Encourage  the  expansion  of  the  Alewife  Reservation  as  a  protective 
measure  against  encroachment  by  development. 
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3.  Designate  certain  areas  of  the  Alewlfe  Reservation  as  wildlife 
sanctuaries  where  paved  paths  and  motor  vehicles  are  prohibited. 

4.  Assure  that  those  areas  which  will  be  most  heavily  disrupted  by 
transit  and  roadway  construction,  are  restored  to  a  condition 
supportive  of  appropriate  public  and/or  wildlife  uses. 

5.  Take  advantage  of  opportunities  created  by  transit  and  road 
construction  to  establish  small  open  park  areas  to  soften  and 
relieve  the  urban  environment,  for  example,  Jerry's  Pond  and 
the  east  station  entrance,  and  the  grounds  of  the  station/garage 
complex . 

6.  Encourage  natural  or  landscaped  buffers  between  developed  and 
open  space  lands. 

7.  Develop  a  network  of  green  space  between  the  Fresh  Pond  Reserva- 
tion on  the  south,  and  the  town  of  Arlington  on  the  north,  as 

a  link  in  the  park  network  between  the  Charles  River  and  the 
Mystic  River. 

8.  Protect  the  wetlands  from  development  so  as  to  maintain  or 
improve,  if  possible,  their  hydrologic  functions. 

9.  Assure  that  any  development  within  the  floodplain  conforms  to 
strict  regulations  and  restrictions. 

The  formulation  of  objectives  led  to  a  system  of  ranking  areas  through- 
out Alewife  for  recreational  and  open  space  use.   The  priorities  listed 
below  are  followed  by  a  description  of  the  areas  and  a  discussion  of  the 
value  of  the  lands  for  open  space.   Chart  Number  I  lists  priority  new  open 
space  areas  for  public  preservation.   Chart  Number  II  lists  priority  areas 
for  improvements  or  change.   The  parcels  are  listed  in  numerical  order 
which  is  a  key  to  the  two  accompanying  maps.   Numbers  1A  and  IB  are  of 
equal  importance. 

The  public  preservation  of  additional  land  areas  for  open  space  through 
direct  purchase,  easements,  or  other  controls,  was  held  as  the  highest 
priority  for  the  development  of  an  open  space  network.   Five  land  areas  were 
listed  for  preservation  and  these  were  then  ranked  in  order  of  importance 
to  the  Subcommittee. 

1A.  ADL  Wetlands  -  preserve  as  an  addition  to  the  Alewife 

Reservation 
IB.  ADL  Uplands  -  preserve  as  an  addition  to  the  Alewife 

Reservation. 
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2.  Blair  Pond  -  preserve  as  an  addition  to  the  Alewife  Reservation 

3.  Jerry's  Pond  -  preserve  for  park  use 

4.  Mugar  Property  -  preserve,  as  much  as  possible,  for  open  space 

Improvements  to  existing  undeveloped  land  areas  or  publicly-owned 
lands  was  the  second  priority  for  the  development  of  an  open  space  system. 
Included  in  this  category,  in  order  of  importance  to  the  Subcommittee,  are: 

1.  ADL  Eastern  Parking  Lot  -  at  a  minimum,  remove  pavement  near  the 
river's  edge  to  create  a  more  natural  bank  for  the  Little  River 
and  a  greater  setback  from  the  river;  at  a  maximum,  return  the 
entire  parking  lot  to  an  unpaved  area  with  some  planting  of 
vegetation. 

2.  Yates  Pond  Area  -  restore  after  construction,  to  a  condition 
similar  to  present  environment  which  will  encourage  the  return 
of  wildlife  to  the  area,  and  which  will  accommodate  potential 
increased  use  by  the  public. 

3.  Cambridge  Dump  Site  -  support  and  encourage  the  City's  efforts 
to  improve  the  site  for  reuse  as  a  city-wide  recreational 
facility. 

4.  Alewife  Brook  Parkway  -  improve  and  widen  the  right-of-way  to 
permit  landscaping  on  either  side  of  the  roadway  from  the  Dewey 
and  Almy  Circle  to  Fresh  Pond . 


Open  Space  Priorities 

Priority  Land  Areas  for  Public  Preservation 

1A.   ADL  Wetlands 

Description 

The  area  called  the  ADL  Wetlands  is  located  in  the  City  of  Cambridge 
between  Acorn  Park  Road  and  the  existing  ADL  development.   This  parcel  is 
bordered  on  the  east  by  the  ADL  west  parking  lot,  on  the  south  by  the  Ale- 
wife Reservation  along  Little  River,  on  the  west  by  Acorn  Park  Road  and 
on  the  north  by  Route  2. 

These  wetlands,  which  contain  some  filled  land  west  of  the  parking 
lot,  are  characterized  by  varying  degrees  of  standing  water  and  marshland, 
and  support  numerous  types  of  vegetation  such  as  cattail,  reed  grass, 
willow,  sumac  and  aspen.   The  Middlesex  County  mosquito  control  ditches 
also  run  into  this  property  from  the  Little  River. 


CHART  NUMBER  I  PRIORITY  LAND  AREAS  FOR  PUBLIC  PRESERVATION 


Map  Existing 

No.    Description     Owner 


Proposal 


Potential 
Use 


1A.    ADL  Wetland      ADL       Preserve  as  an  addi- 
tion to  the  Alewife 
Reservation 


Passive  Recrea- 
tion -  i.e. 
walking,  bird- 
watching,  canoeing 
Wildlife  habitat 
Flood  water  re- 
tention 


IB.    ADL  Uplands      ADL       Preserve  as  an  addi- 
tion to  the  Alewife 
Reservation 


1.  Passive  Recrea- 
tion -  i.e. 
walking,  bird- 
watching,  canoeing 

2.  Access  to  Reser- 
vation 

3.  Wildlife  habitat 


Blair  Pond 


Harvard 
College 


Preserve  as  an  addi-  1.  Access  to  Reser- 


tion  to  the  Alewife 
Reservation 


3.     Jerry's  Pond   Grace  Co.   Preserve  for  park- 
land 


4.    *Mugar  Property  Mugar 


Preserve  for  park- 
land 


vation 

2.  Flood  retention 

3.  Wildlife  habitat 

4.  Passive  recrea- 
tion 

1.  Formal  park  use 

1.  Active  Recrea- 
tion -  i.e. 
playing  fields 
in  part 

2.  Passive  recrea- 
tion -  i.e. 
walking,  bird- 
watching 

3.  Wildlife  habitat 


*  See  Text  Discussion  on  Mugar  Property,  Pages  2,  16,  17  and  18 


Priority  Land  Areas  for 

||  Public  Preservation 
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Value 

As  a  wildlife  habitat,  this  area  is  extremely  significant.  The  wet- 
lands offer  nesting  and  feeding  spots  for  a  variety  of  waterfowl  and  wading 
birds  during  migration.   They  also  provide  good  winter  cover  for  pheasants 
and  small  mammals  such  as  rabbits  and  muskrats. 

Hydrologically,  the  wetlands  perform  a  number  of  functions,  the  most 
significant  of  which  is  flood  control.   Wetlands  form  river  floodplains 
and  serve  as  floodwater  retention  areas  retarding  peak  flood  flows  and 
minimizing  destructive  erosion  from  floods.   Aside  from  flood  control, 
wetland  remove  some  of  the  pollutants  from  the  water  flowing  through  them. 

Recommendations 

The  Subcommittee  recommends  that  the  ADL  Wetlands  be  preserved  either 
through  direct  purchase,  easements,  or  other  controls,  as  an  extension  of 
the  Alewife  Reservation.   The  wetlands  parcel  would  add  depth  to  the  Reser- 
vation and  serve  as  a  buffer  from  further  development  on  abutting  property. 
The  addition  of  undeveloped  land  would  protect,  and  possibly  improve,  the 
wildlife  habitat  of  the  Reservation.   Perhaps  most  importantly,  the  pre- 
servation of  this  land  would  assure  the  continued  flood  retention  capacity 
of  these  wetlands.   If  the  wetlands  were  developed,  the  replacement  of 
flood  water  retention  capacity  would  be  required  of  the  developer,  and  any 
development  proposal  would  be  subject  to  the  review  of  the  Cambridge  Con- 
servation Commission. 


IB.   ADL  Uplands 

Description 

The  ADL  Uplands  Parcel  is  located  west  of  Acorn  Park  Road.   It  is 
bordered  on  the  south  by  the  MDC  Alewife  Reservation  near  Perch  Pond,  on 
the  west  by  the  Reservation  bordering  Little  Pond  and  on  the  north  by  the 
Route  2  access  ramps  and  by  the  ADL  access  road  from  Lake  Street.   The 
eastern  edge  of  the  property  is  situated  in  the  City  of  Cambridge  and  the 
western  portion  in  the  town  of  Belmont. 

Much  of  this  property  is  filled  land  covered  with  a  variety  of  grasses, 
hedges,  and  shrub  sprouts.  While  the  vegetation  cover  of  the  property  is 
not  fully  matured,  it  does  support  a  variety  of  wildlife  activities.   A 
number  of  small  mammal  and  bird  species  have  been  observed  throughout  this 
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area  including  mice  and  rabbits,  pheasants  and  small  falcons.   Mallards, 
frequently  seen  in  the  eastern  edges  of  Little  Pond  could  find  nesting 
areas  in  the  matured  grasses  of  the  uplands.   The  Black-Crowned  Night 
Herons  have  also  been  sited  here,  particularly  near  the  outlet  of  Little 
River  from  Little  Pond. 

Value 

The  ADL  Uplands,  located  east  of  Little  Pond  between  Route  2  and  the 
Reservation,  provides  good  walk- in  access  to  the  Reservation.   The  land 
supports  a  variety  of  mammal  and  bird  activities  while  buffering  the  Reser- 
vation and  its  wildlife  from  existing  development  along  Route  2.   The  pre- 
servation of  the  uplands  as  open  space  would  significantly  increase  the 
size  and  depth  of  the  Alewife  Reservation  creating  an  additional  area  for 
passive  recreational  use. 

Recommendations 

The  Subcommittee  recommends  that  the  ADL  Uplands  be  preserved  either 
through  an  easement  or  through  direct  purchase  as  an  extention  of  the  Ale- 
wife  Reservation.   This  parcel  of  land  will  provide  a  significant  addition 
to  the  Reservation  and  an  area  for  passive  park  use,  and  will  provide  good 
walk-in  access  from  Acorn  Park  Road  for  individuals  using  the  Reservation. 

2.   Blair  Pond 

Description 

The  Blair  Pond  area  is  situated  within  the  City  of  Cambridge  just 
south  of  the  Alewife  Reservation  and  immediately  south  of  the  B  &  M 
Fitchburg  Branch  ROW.   This  pond  and  the  surrounding  land  area  is  presently 
owned  by  Harvard  College.   Generally,  it  is  bounded  by  the  B  &  M  Fitchburg 
Branch  ROW  on  the  north,  property  of  A.O.  Wilson  on  the  east,  private 
residential  development  on  the  south  and  the  residential  and  industrial 
uses  on  the  west.   Blair  Pond  is  connected  to  the  Little  River  by  the 
Wellington  Brook.   The  brook  runs  out  of  Blair  Pond  within  a  culvert 
under  the  main  railroad  tracks  and  the  freight  cutoff,  and  then  flows 
uncovered  into  Perch  Pond. 

The  land  area  surrounding  Blair  Pond  supports  a  variety  of  vegetation. 
The  north  side  of  the  pond  is  mostly  a  shrub  cover  with  brambles,  thistle 
and  various  ground  cover  in  addition  to  sumac  and  other  trees.   The  western 
and  part  of  the  southern  shoreline  supports  a  good  stand  of  trees  as  well 
as  a  variety  of  shrubs  and  grasses. 
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Value 

The  open  water  of  the  pond  offers  resting  and  feeding  areas  forwater-fowl 
such  as  mallards.   The  American  Kestrel  and  the  Ring-Necked  Pheasant  have 
also  been  observed  over  the  area  surrounding  the  pond,  resting  and  feeding. 
Small  mammal  life  such  as  rabbits,  mice  and  skunks  can  also  be  found  in 
this  area. 

The  significance  of  this  property  lies  in  its  proximity  to  the  Ale- 
wife  Reservation  and  its  function  as  a  buffer  from  the  industrial  and  resi- 
dential development  to  the  south.   The  Blair  Pond  area,  which  is  connected 
by  water  to  the  Reservation,  would  make  a  logical  southerly  extension  of 
the  Reservation.   With  the  MDC  purchase  of  the  DiGiovanni  property  directly 
across  the  railroad  tracks  from  Blair  Pond,  a  continuous  natural  area  would 
be  formed  widening  the  depth  of  the  existing  Alewife  Reservation.   The 
land  area  surrounding  the  Pond  would  also  provide  better  access  to  the 
Reservation  from  the  south  and  from  the  west. 

Blair  Pond  and  the  land  surrounding  it  also  function  as  a  flood 
retention  area.   Therefore,  any  filling  of  the  Pond  or  addition  of  paved 
areas  in  the  immediately  abutting  land  would  require  the  replacement  of 
floodwater  retention  capacity,  and  would  come  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Cambridge  Conservation  Commission. 

Recommendations 

The  Subcommittee  recommends  the  public  preservation  of  the  Blair 
Pond  property  as  an  extension  of  the  open  area  of  the  Alewife  Reservation. 

3.   Jerry's  Pond 

Description 

Jerry's  Pond,  an  old  clay  pit,  and  the  land  surrounding  the  Pond  are 
located  on  Rindge  Avenue,  in  Cambridge.   This  area  is  generally  bounded 
by  the  Grace  Company  buildings  on  the  north,  Russell  Field  on  the  east, 
Rindge  Avenue  on  the  south  and  the  rear  parcel  line  of  the  commercial 
properties  facing  Alewife  Brook  Parkway  on  the  west.   The  property  is 
owned  by  the  W.R.  Grace  Company  which  used  the  pond  for  industrial  cooling 
water. 
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Public  access  to  the  pond  is  controlled  by  a  six  to  eight  foot  chain 
link  fence  installed  to  protect  the  safety  of  children  from  the  North 
Cambridge  neighborhoods.   Although  there  are  several  trees  bordering  the 
pond,  the  land  is  unattractive  and  covered  with  litter. 

Value 

The  MBTA  is  planning  an  east  entrance  to  the  subway  station  north  of 
Jerry's  Pond.   Design  conslutants  for  the  MBTA  station  have  indicated  that 
landscaping  and  walkways  will  be  completed  in  the  area  of  the  kiosk.   The 
design  of  the  Red  Line  through  the  Alewife  area  will  create  an  opportunity 
for  new  recreational  and  park  uses  in  the  dense  urban  environment  and  the 
development  of  Jerry's  Pond  as  open  space  should  not  be  overlooked.   The 
pond,  Russell  Field  on  the  east,  and  the  landscaped  kiosk  in  the  north 
would  create  a  large  open  area  suitable  for  a  variety  of  recreational  uses 

Recommendations 


Although  Subcommittee  members  are  interested  in  the  development  of 
the  Jerry's  Pond  parcel  for  open  space,  they  recognize  that  the  North 
Cambridge  community  is  the  most  directly  affected  by  any  use  of  this  land. 
North  Cambridge  residents  have  indicated  that  they  feel  Jerry's  Pond  is 
both  a  hazard  and  valuable  resource.   Historically,  drownings  have  occurred 
in  the  Pond  resulting  in  the  fence  barrier  around  the  old  clay  pit. 
Although  drown  proofing  measures  such  as  sloped  banks  and  a  shallow  depth 
would  be  required  prior  to  opening  up  the  pond  area,  Subcommittee  members 
recommend  the  area  for  park  use,  provided  that  North  Cambridge  residents 
concurred. 

4.   Mugar  Property 

Description 

The  Mugar  Property  is  located  on  the  north  side  of  Route  2,  across 
from  the  Arthur  D.  Little  complex,  in  the  town  of  Arlington.   It  is  gener- 
ally bounded  by  Thorndike  Playground  on  the  east,  Route  2  on  the  south 
and  single  and  two-family  residences  on  the  north  and  west.   This  property 
is  partially  floodplain,  includes  some  fill  material  from  the  previous 
reconstruction  of  Route  2,  and  supports  a  variety  of  vegetation  and  wild- 
life. 

There  has  been  controversy  over  the  Mugar  site  for  some  time.   The 
official  position  of  the  town  supports  development  on  the  site. 
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The  site,  which  was  formerly  zoned  for  one  and  two  family  residences,  is 
now  zoned  for  planned  unit  development.   The  town's  position  on  the  parcel 
will  be  re-examined  by  the  1978  Town  Meeting  when  members  will  vote  on 
a  proposed  zoning  amendment  to  restore  one  and  two  family  residential 
zoning  for  the  Mugar  Property.   Access  to  the  property  is  poor,  through 
small  residential  streets  of  East  Arlington  neighborhoods.   Alternatives 
for  access  to  the  site  will  be  evaluated  in  the  roadway  improvements 
project  Environmental  Impact  Statement. 

Value 

Subcommittee  members  were  not  able  to  reach  a  consensus  on  the 
designation  of  the  Mugar  Property  for  priority  park  and  open  space  lands. 
However,  many  feel  the  site  does  have  value  for  preservation/conservation 
land  and  active  recreational  use. 

A  field  survey  of  the  Mugar  Property  was  done  by  four  members  of  the 
Subcommittee  to  gather  information  on  the  potential  of  the  site  for  open 
space/recreational  use.   The  following  comments  were  offered  to  the  Sub- 
committee to  help  members  reach  a  consensus  for  recommendations  on  the 


a.  Floodplain 

The  Mugar  Property  serves  as  a  flood  retention  area,  holding  water 
in  times  of  heavy  rain.   Approximately  half  of  the  site  is  included  in 
the  existing  Arlington  floodplain  zoning  map.   However,  a  recent  prelimi- 
nary HUD  floodplain  map  for  the  100  and  500  year  floods  designates  a 
majority  of  the  site  as  floodplain.   Additional  information  on  the 
flooding  conditions  of  the  Mugar  Property  will  be  available  when  the 
MDC  Mystic  River  Hydrology  Study  is  completed. 

b.  Wildlife 

A  variety  of  birds  species  such  as  sparrow,  robin,  ring-necked 
pheasant,  and  Kestrel,  have  been  observed  on  the  property  feeding  and 
resting.   Some  nesting  activity  has  also  been  observed. 

c.  Recreation 

The  open  land  of  the  property  could  support  a  number  of  recreational 
activities.   People  walk  through  the  property  now  from  East  Arlington 
to  the  bus  stop  in  front  of  the  ADL  complex. 
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The  Mugar  Property  provides  a  pleasant  walking  area  and  could  ideally 
be  used  for  a  continuation  of  the  Spy  Pond  path  and  paths  in  the  Alewife 
Reservation.   Parts  of  the  site  could  also  accommodate  ball  fields 
and  other  active  recreational  facilities. 

Recommendation 

Most  of  the  Subcommittee  members  felt  the  Mugar  land  had  "strong 
park  qualities",  and  would  make  a  logical  extension  of  the  Alewife  park 
and  open  space  netowrk. 

The  recommendations  of  a  majority  of  the  Subcommittee  members  is  to 
preserve  the  Mugar  property  in  open  space  use. 

However,  the  Subcommittee  recognizes  the  controversy  surrounding 
the  future  use  of  the  site  and  the  Town's  objective  for  developing  the 
area.   The  Subcommittee  recommends  that  if  development  proposals  are 
sought  for  the  site  those  proposals  be  carefully  evaluated  in  terms 
of  traffic  and  environmental  impacts  on  the  site  and  on  the  surrounding 
neighborhoods.   Additionally,  it  is  recommended  that  the  natural 
aesthetic  qualities  of  the  Mugar  land  be  preserved  through  the  employ- 
ment of  development  design  criteria  such  as  setbacks,  height  restric- 
tions, and  floodplain  restrictions.   The  Subcommittee  also  recommends 
that  an  easement  be  sought  as  a  buffer  between  new  development  and 
the  abutting  neighborhoods,  to  provide  for  the  development  of  a  path 
along  the  outer  edges  of  the  property.   Such  a  path  could  be  a  park 
link  between  the  East  Arlington  neighborhoods  and  the  Alewife  station 
area . 

Priority  Land  Areas  for  Improvement 

1.   ADL  East  Parking  Lot 

Description 

ADL's  eastern  parking  lot,  a  paved  lot,  located  east  of  the  ADL 
buildings,  extends  right  to  the  bank  of  the  Little  River.   The  northern 
bank  of  the  River  is  marshy  at  this  point.   The  MDC  presently  owns  this 
land  area,  but  has  leased  it  in  the  past  to  ADL  for  parking  purposes. 

Value 

The  removal  of  pavement  and  reconstruction  of  the  Little  River  bank 
would  significantly  improve  the  visual  impact  of  the  Little  River  and  this 
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part  of  the  Reservation.   Additionally,  the  absence  of  automobiles  driving 
through  the  parking  lot  would  improve  the  area's  capability  to  function 
as  a  wildlife  preserve. 

Because  the  parking  lot  is  so  close  to  the  River's  bank  and  is 
within  the  floodplain,  it  is  susceptible  to  periodic  flooding.   The 
flow  of  floodwater  is  not  hindered  by  the  paved  area.   However,  during 
a  storm,  the  pavement  increases  the  rate  of  runoff,  carrying  pollutants 
from  the  lot  to  the  river. 

Recommendations 

The  Subcommittee  recommends  that  at  least  a  portion  of  the  eastern 
ADL  parking  lot  be  returned  to  a  more  natural  state  of  grasses  and  other 
vegetation.   The  members  recommend  that,  at  the  minimum,  a  greater  set- 
back from  the  River's  edge  be  created.   Ideally,  the  Subcommittee  would 
like  to  see  the  entire  paved  area  be  removed  and  planted. 

2.   Yates  Pond 

Description 

Yates  Pond  is  located  in  Cambridge  directly  north  of  the  proposed 
MBTA  station/garage  complex.   It  is  generally  bounded  by  the  Bedford 
Branch  ROW  on  the  west,  the  Alewife  Brook  on  the  north,  the  Dewey  &  Almy 
Circle  and  the  Parkway  on  the  east,  and  the  Freight  Cutoff  ROW  on  the 
south.   The  pond  and  the  surrounding  property,  which  are  part  of  the 
MDC  Alewife  Reservation,  exist  in  their  natural  state  of  shallow  marsh 
with  grass  cover.   During  most  of  the  year,  a  small  waterway  connects 
the  pond  with  the  Alewife  Brook  on  the  north.   The  land  surrounding  the 
pond  is  marshy  supporting  a  variety  of  tall  grasses  and  reeds.   Willow 
trees  grow  on  the  eastern  edge  of  the  pond. 

Value 

In  its  natural  state,  the  pond  and  surrounding  wetlands  serve  as 
a  flood  water  retention  area.  They  provide  nesting  and  feeding  areas 
for  a  number  of  birds  and  mammal  species.  The  aesthetic  value  of  the 
Yates  Pond  parcel  should  not  be  overlooked.  The  area  provides  relief 
from  the  congested  urban  environment  which  surround  the  pond.  When 
standing  near  the  pond  it  is  difficult  to  see  the  abutting  roads  and 
railroad  lines,  due  to  the  contours  of  the  land. 
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Re commendations 

This  area  of  the  Reservation  will  be  most  heavily  impacted  and  dis- 
rupted by  construction  of  the  transit  line,  the  Route  2  access  ramps  and 
the  Dewey  and  Almy  Circle  improvements.   The  Subcommittee  recognizes  that 
the  Yates  Pond  area,  after  construction,  will  be  more  accessible  to  people 
due  to  the  potential  bicycle  and  pedestrian  path  configuration.   The  mem- 
bers, therefore,  recommend  that  the  Yates  Pond  area  be  restored,  as  much 
as  possible,  to  its  existing  state,  to  provide  a  setting  and  approach  to 
the  Reservation,  a  wild  or  natural  amenity,  and  to  provide  for  appropriate 
public  use. 

3.   Cambridge  Dump  Site 

Description 

The  Cambridge  Dump  Site  is  located  south  of  the  Fitchburg  Line  ROW 
between  New  Street  on  the  west  and  Sherman  Street  on  the  east.   Although 
no  longer  used  for  refuse  disposal,  the  area  remains  an  eyesore  to  the 
surrounding  neighborhoods.   The  City  presently  uses  parts  of  the  dump 
for  materials  and  equipment  storage  and  to  dispose  of  snow  removed  from 
city  streets.   Additionally  the  dump  is  used  informally  for  a  mini-bike 
run. 

The  City  and  the  MBTA  are  presently  developing  plans  and  designs  for 
the  re-use  of  the  site  as  a  city-wide  active  recreational  area  including 
several  playing  fields.   Excavation  materials  from  the  tunneling  of  the 
subway  extension  will  be  used  as  fill  at  the  dump  site. 

Value 

In  its  present  state,  the  dump  site  serves  a  limited  function  and 
its  potential  value  as  an  undeveloped  parcel  of  land  is  not  realized.   One 
value  of  the  site  is  its  potential  re-use  as  a  city-wide  recreational 
facility.   The  redevelopment  of  the  site  would  allow  the  conversion  of 
Russel  Field  to  a  neighborhood  playground  and  other  park  use,  for  the 
densely  populated  North  Cambridge  residential  area. 

Recommendat  ion 

The  Subcommittee  supports  the  efforts  of  the  City  of  Cambridge  to 
redevelop  the  dump  for  recreational  use.   It  is  also  recommended  that  the 
wetlands  area  located  on  the  eastern  edge  of  the  site  should  be  retained 
and  incorporated  into  the  final  design  of  the  site. 


-21- 

4.   Alewife  Brook  Parkway  Improvements 

Description 

Commercial  industrial  and  residential  development  abut  the  Alewife 
Brook  Parkway  from  the  Dewey  and  Almy  Circle  to  Fresh  Pond.   The  road- 
way no  longer  has  a  parkway  character  along  this  corridor,  due  to  these 
abutting  establishments,  parking  lots  and  high  density  housing. 

Value 

This  stretch  of  road,  in  its  present  condition  is  not  a  pleasant 
parkway  for  motorists.   The  Alewife  transit  and  roadway  construction 
projects  will  provide  an  opportunity  to  improve  the  parkway  character 
of  the  Alewife  Brook  Parkway. 

Recommendation 

It  is  recommended  that  the  right-of-way  of  the  Parkway  between 
the  Dewey  and  Almy  Circle  and  Fresh  Pond  be  improved  with  plantings 
and  landscaping  along  the  sides  of  the  road.  Vegetation  along  the 
roadway  will  improve  the  aesthetics  of  the  road  and  will  restore  it 
somewhat  to  the  original  park-like  character  of  the  parkway.  Small 
land  taking  may  be  desirable  in  some  locations. 
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PROPOSED  BICYCLE  AND  PEDESTRIAN  PATHS  INCLUDING  ROAD  AND  RAILROAD  CROSSINGS 

Need  for  Linkages 

The  concept  of  developing  a  park  and  open  space  system  in  the  Alewife 
area  involves  the  expansion  of  existing  open  space  parcels  and  the  provi- 
sion of  linkages  among  those  parcels  and  between  other  activities  through- 
out the  area.   Paths  have  an  aesthetic  value,  they  soften  the  harsh  environ- 
ment resulting  from  dense  development,  concrete,  pavement  and  traffic. 
Landscaped  paths  visually  bring  the  urban  environment  into  human  scale, 
unifying  the  area  and  contributing  to  a  sense  of  community. 

To  determine  the  need  for  paths  and  crossings  throughout  Alewife, 
the  problems  of  the  pedestrian  or  bicyclist  traveling  through  and  around 
the  area  were  examined.   For  example,  can  a  resident  of  North  Cambridge 
or  Rindge  Towers  easily  walk  to  the  Fresh  Pond  Shopping  Center?   Can 
children  from  North  Cambridge  neighborhoods  safely  walk  or  bicycle  to  the 
Alewife  or  Fresh  Pond  Reservation?   The  need  to  connect  existing  and  pro- 
posed activity  centers  such  as  the  dump  site,  was  clearly  defined  as  an 
objective  when  proposing  a  path  network.   However,  the  safety  of  the 
pedestrian  or  bicyclist  and  his  ease  of  travel  are  of  primary  concern. 
The  most  obvious  barriers  to  the  pedestrian  or  bicyclist  are  the  roads  and 
railroads  in  the  Alewife  area. 

The  numerous  railroad  tracks  and  highways  which  crisscross  the  Alewife 
area  are  seen  as  both  a  barrier  and  a  safety  hazard  to  the  pedestrian  or 
bicyclist.   Track  crossings  and  warning  devices  for  approaching  trains  are 
present  only  at  points  where  the  tracks  cross  existing  roads,  i.e.  Blanchard 
Road.   However,  pedestrians  cross  the  tracks  regularly  at  other  points  of 
convenience.   Children  playing  in  the  area  and  residents  with  groceries  and 
packages  cross  the  tracks  daily  in  an  unsafe  and  dangerous  manner. 

Additionally,  there  are  very  few  formal  crosswalks  throughout  the 
Alewife  area.   The  constant  traffic  load  and  congestion  on  Route  2,  the 
Parkway,  and  Concord  Avenue  pose  a  serious  threat  to  the  individuals 
attempting  to  cross  to  the  other  side  of  these  roads.   Sidewalks  are  non- 
existent in  many  places  or  in  a  state  of  disrepair,  thereby  discouraging 
their  use. 

Paths  and  walkways  therefore  can  serve  a  number  of  functions.   They 
provide  safe  passage  for  the  pedestrian  or  bicyclist,  in  some  cases,  away 
from  the  noise  and  confusion  of  heavy  traffic.   They  can  provide  a  site 
for  active  recreation;  they  encourage  alternate  modes  of  travel,  thereby 
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potentially  reducing  traffic  and  air  pollution.  Lastly,  paths  encourage 
energy  conservation;  a  bicycle  trip  or  walk  could  often  replace  an  auto- 
mobile trip. 

Planning  Process 

All  ideas  for  paths  and  crossings  for  any  reason  were  mapped.   These 
were  then  sorted  as  to  their  function:   commuter-oriented;  pleasure-oriented; 
linkages  between  open  spaces  and  activity  centers.   After  some  revision, 
feeder  routes  on  existing  roads,  streets  and  vacant  land  were  identified. 
Finally,  paths  were  ranked  in  terms  of  funding  capability,  commuter 
orientation  and  pleasure  orientation. 

Planning  Objectives  for  the  Development  of  Paths  and  Crossings 

Throughout  the  planning  process,  a  number  of  basic  philosophies  or 
planning  objectives  were  expressed  concerning  the  development  of  a  path 
network  in  the  Alewife  area. 

1.  Provide  safe  and  pleasant  walking  and  bicycling  access  around 
and  through  the  Alewife  area. 

2.  Provide  connections  between  major  open  space  and  recreational 
facilities  in  the  area. 

3.  Provide  pedestrian  and  bicycle  access  to  the  new  transit 
station  and  garage. 

4.  Provide  safe  pedestrian  and/or  bicycle  connections  between 
neighborhoods  and  activity  centers. 

5.  Provide  additional  green  space  throughout  the  area  with 
landscaping  bordering  paths . 

6.  Reduce  the  probability  of  establishing  pavement  within  the 
land  area  of  the  Reservation  and  abutting  property  by 
creating  convenient  paved  paths  around  it. 

7.  Allow  within  the  Reservation  only  "soft"  or  unpaved  paths 
such  as  self-guided  nature  trails. 

8.  Eliminate  wherever  possible,  conflicts  between  pedestrians 
and  transportation  facilities  and  bicycles  and  transportation 
facilities. 

Proposals  for  the  Development  of  Paths 

As  mentioned,  the  process  of  planning  for  the  development  of  an  Ale- 
wife path  network  involved  the  formulation  of  objectives  and  the  ranking 
of  proposed  paths  according  to  desired  time  of  construction.   The  following 
paragraphs  describe  the  proposed  paths  by  priority  groupings.   The 
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accompanying  map,  Proposed  Bicycle  and  Pedestrian  Paths,  indicates  the 
approximate  location  of  the  proposed  paths  within  the  Alewife  area. 

First  Priority  -  Group  I 

Paths  included  within  this  highest  priority  grouping  are  those 
which  have  the  greatest  likelihood  of  funding  as  part  of  the  Alewife 
transit  and  roadway  projects,  and  those  paths  which  are  existing  (or 
remnants  of  existing)  sidewalks  in  need  of  reconstruction.   They  are, 
primarily,  those  paths  within  and  immediately  surrounding  the  con- 
struction areas.   Included  within  this  first  priority  grouping  are: 

1.  A  path  along  the  Bedford  Branch  ROW  from  Thorndike  Field  to 
the  station/garage  complex. 

2.  A  path  south  of  the  Freight  Cutoff  ROW  from  the  Bedford 
Branch  ROW  to  the  east  station  entrance,  passing  under  the 
Alewife  Brook  Parkway. 

3.  A  path  from  the  Bedford  Branch  ROW,  passing  under  Route  2 
to  the  north  side  of  the  Alewife  Brook;  includes  a  bridge 
over  to  the  south  side  of  the  Brook. 

4.  A  sidewalk  with  a  barrier  on  the  north  side  of  Route  2 
(within  the  Route  2  ROW)  from  Lake  Street  to  the  Bedford 
Branch  ROW. 

5.  A  path  under  the  Alewife  Brook  Parkway  at  the  subway  tunnel, 
from  the  east  station  entrance  to  the  west  side  of  the 
Alewife  Brook  Parkway. 

6.  A  sidewalk  with  a  barrier  on  both  sides  of  Alewife  Brook 
Parkway  from  Rindge  Avenue  to  the  Fresh  Pond  Shopping  Center 
Circle  with  underpass  to  Parkway  at  the  railroad  bridge. 

7.  A  sidewalk  on  the  east  side  of  the  Alewife  Brook  Parkway 
from  Rindge  Avenue  to  Massachusetts  Avenue. 

8.  A  path  on  the  Freight  Cutoff  ROW  from  Massachusetts  Avenue 
to  just  north  of  Russell  Field  and  continuing  across  Russell 
Field  to  the  east  station  entrance. 

9.  A  path  along  the  north  side  of  the  Fitchburg  Branch  ROW 

from  the  intersection  with  the  Freight  Cutoff  ROW  on  the  west 
to  Porter  Square  on  the  east. 

Second  Priority  -  Group  IE 

Paths  included  within  this  second  priority  grouping  are  those  which 
provide  safe  bicycle  and  pedestrian  access  to  the  transit  station.   It 
is  hoped  that  these  paths  will  serve  to  encourage  more  transit  ridership 
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from  residential  areas,  particularly  those  which  are  beyond  easy  walking 
distance  to  the  station.   Included  within  this  second  priority  grouping 
are: 

10.  A  path  immediately  north  of  the  Freight  Cutoff  ROW  from  the 
Brighton  Street  intersection  to  the  Bedford  Branch  ROW. 

11.  A  bicycle  route  along  Blanchard  Road  and  Brighton  Street 

to  the  intersection  with  the  path  on  north  side  of  railroad 
tracks . 

12.  A  path  north  of  Alewife  Brook  Parkway  and  south  of  Alewife 
Brook  from  the  intersection  of  Whittermore  Street  to  Massa- 
chusetts Avenue. 

13.  A  path  on  the  Bedford  Branch  ROW  from  Arlington  Center  on 
the  north  to  Thorndike  Field  on  the  south. 

Third  Priority  -  Group  III 

Included  within  this  third  priority  grouping  are  paths  perceived  as 
pleasure-oriented  to  provide  safe  recreational  bicycling  through  and 
around  the  Alewife  area,  and  to  link  open  space  and  recreational  sites 
within  the  area.   Included  within  this  third  priority  grouping  are: 

14.  A  route  on  residential  streest  (i.e.  Channing  Road)  from  Belmont 
Center  to  the  Brighton  Street,  ROW  Path  intersection. 

14A  (Alternate  to  No.  14)  A  path  along  the  north  side  of  Fitchburg 
Branch  ROW  from  Belmont  Center  to  Brighton  Street. 

15.  A  path  from  the  east  station  entrance  to  the  Cambridge  dump 
site  recreational  area,  east  of  the  Alewife  Brook  Parkway. 

16.  A  sidewalk  on  the  south  side  of  Concord  Avenue  from  the  inter- 
section of  Blanchard  Road  to  approximately  the  Fresh  Pond 
Shopping  Center  Circle. 

Fourth  Priority  -  Group  IV 

Two  other  paths  were  considered  by  the  Park  and  Open  Space  Sub- 
committee.  These  paths  were  perceived  as  low  priority  because  their 
functioning  is  contingent  upon  some  other  activity  or  project.   Included 
within  the  fourth  priority  grouping  are: 

17.  A  route  along  Smith  Place  to  an  intersection  with  Rindge  Avenue 
Extension,  continuing  along  Rindge  Avenue  Extension  to  the 
station/garage  complex.   (Dependent  upon  the  extension  of  Smith 
Place  to  an  intersection  with  a  westerly  elongation  of  Rindge 
Avenue  Extension.) 
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18.  A  path  crossing  the  dump  recreational  facility  from  New  Street 
to  Sherman  Street.   (Dependent  on  development  of  dump  site 
for  recreation.) 

Proposed  Road  and  Railroad  Crossings 

As  discussed  previously,  the  need  for  road  and  railroad  track  crossing 
must  also  be  emphasized  as  an  essential  portion  of  the  park  and  open  space 
plan.   The  Park  and  Open  Space  Subcommittee  determined  several  points  of 
road  and  railroad  crossing  which  members  felt  were  essential  for  the  safety 
of  pedestrians  and  bicyclists  and  for  the  proper  operation  of  the  park 
and  open  space  system.   The  crossings  listed  below  are  not  in  priority 
order.   However,  the  crossing  over  the  Fitchburg  Branch  ROW  (no.  1,  below) 
deserves  early  consideration. 

1.  Surface  or  bridge  crossing  of  the  Fitchburg  Line  ROW  south  of 
Rindge  Towers  and  east  of  the  Alewife  Brook  Parkway. 

2.  Crossing  of  the  Alewife  Brook  Parkway  at  the  Fresh  Pond 
Shopping  Center.* 

3.  Cross  under  Route  2  on  the  Bedford  Branch  ROW. 

4.  Cross  over  Route  2  at  the  footbridge  in  front  of  ADL. 

5.  Cross  under  Route  2  along  side  of  the  Alewife  Brook. 

6.  Cross  under  the  Alewife  Brook  Parkway  at  freight  cutoff 
railroad  bridge  (under  bridge) . 

7.  Surface  crosswalk  at  intersection  of  Rindge  Avenue  and  the 
Alewife  Brook  Parkway,  with  pedestrian  light. 

8.  Cross  under  Alewife  Brook  Parkway  at  Fitchburg  Line  ROW  at 
railroad  bridge  (under  bridge).* 

9.  Surface  crosswalk  with  pedestrian  light  in  the  vicinity 

of  the  intersection  of  Concord  Avenue  and  the  Alewife  Brook 
Parkway . 

The  accompanying  map  indicates  the  location  of  crossings  which  are 
numbered  according  to  the  above  list . 


See  page  30  for  further  discussion 
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OTHER  OPEN  SPACE  ISSUES 

This  final  section  of  the  Park  and  Open  Space  Subcommittee's  Report 
deals  with  additional  issues  and  proposals  relevant  to  the  success  of  a 
workable  open  space  network  in  the  Alewife  area.   Although  two  of  these 
issues,  specifically  the  access  road  south  of  Route  2  and  the  Route  2/Lake 
Street  interchange,  were  discussed  at  some  length,  no  firm  consensus  was 
reached.   Some  preliminary  recommendations  were  made.   However,  it  is 
believed  that  further  study  of  these  issues  is  essential  prior  to  making 
final  recommendations. 

Other  issues  discussed  in  the  section  relate  to  recommendations  for 
future  activities  which  would  assure  the  interests  of  open  space  in  the 
Alewife  area. 

1.  Service  Road  South  of  Route  2 

The  improvements  to  Route  2  proposed  in  conjunction  with  the  transit 
extension,  include  the  construction  of  access  ramps  from  the  highway  to 
the  station/garage  complex  and  the  widening  of  Route  2  west  of  the  station 
area  to  accommodate  a  feeder  land  for  right-hand  turns.   This  construction 
would  necessitate,  according  to  the  DPW,  the  closing  of  Route  2  access  to 
the  commercial  properties  on  the  south  side  of  Route  2.   To  compensate 
for  the  closing  of  existing  curb  cuts,  the  DPW  proposes  the  construction 
of  a  new  service  road  to  the  rear  of  these  commercial  properties  from  the 
Route  2/Acorn  Park  Road  interchange.   Such  a  road  would  cut  across  the 
northern  section  of  the  ADL  wetlands  and  would  create  a  second  paved  area 
between  Route  2  and  the  Little  River. 

i 

The  committee  does  not  support  the  additional  filling  and  paving  of 
wetlands,  but  members  could  not  determine  other  means  of  providing  access 
to  the  commercial  establishments.   If  the  new  service  road  were  constructed 
through  the  wetlands,  all  necessary  mitigating  measures  should  be  included 
and  ideally  it  could  service  ADL.   This  would  allow  the  existing  Acorn  Park 
Road  to  be  abandoned  with  all  pavement  removed.   It  is  recognized  that 
the  complete  removal  of  the  Acorn  Park  Road  (due  to  the  cost  and  amount  of 
fill  material)  would  not  be  feasible  but  removal  of  pavement  and  new 
landscaping  would  be  both  feasible  and  desirable.  The  Subcommittee  recog- 
nizes that  this  issue  requires  further  study  and  negotiation. 

2.  Route  2/Lake  Street  Interchange 

An  MDC  skating  rink  and  commuter  parking  lot  are  located  within  the 
Route  2/Lake  Street  interchange.   The  skating  rink  has  been  closed  for 
several  years  and  the  MDC  has  no  plans  for  refurbishing  the  facility.   The 
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ramps  to  and  from  Route  2  cut  off  this  piece  of  MDC  property  from  the 
Reservation.   The  northeastern  banks  of  Little  Pond  are  adjacent  to 
the  Route  2  eastbound  entrance  ramp,  so  that  any  access  to  the  pond  or 
pedestrian  access  to  the  Reservation  from  the  parking  area  is  prohibited. 

Subcommittee  members  recommend  the  possibility  of  removing  one  or 
both  of  these  ramps  without  eliminating  access  to,  or  egress  from  the  high- 
way and  the  ADL  complex. 

Elimination  of  one  or  both  ramps  would  create  a  direct  connection 
between  the  skating  rink/parking  lot  area  and  the  Reservation.   More  un- 
developed shoreline  would  become  available  so  that  a  small  canoe  launching 
area  could  be  created  on  this  side  of  Little  Pond.   Individuals  could  then 
park  near  the  present  rink  and  walk  over  to  the  launching  area  with  their 
canoes.   Additionally,  a  direct  connection  from  the  parking  area  would 
improve  the  walk-in  access  to  the  Reservation,  and  would  increase  the 
amount  of  passive  recreational  land. 

Prior  to  making  any  decision  on  the  reuse  or  removal  of  the  skating 
rink,  the  Subcommittee  has  requested  the  DPW  to  study  the  potential  impacts 
of  eliminating  one  or  both  of  the  Route  2  ramps  on  the  east  side  of  Lake 
Street.   Ideally,  the  members  desire  the  removal  of  both  ramps,  if  this 
is  found  to  be  feasible,  while  maintaining  the  exit  ramp  from  the  highway 
directly  to  Acorn  Park  Road.   If  this  is  not  possible,  the  members  suggest 
that  just  the  eastbound  Route  2  entrance  ramp  be  removed,  creating  more 
shoreline  for  Little  Pond  and  the  possibility  of  a  canoe  launching  area. 

3.   Roadway  Improvements  Project 

Part  of  the  roadway  improvements  project  includes  the  construction  of 
access  ramps  from  Route  2,  passing  over  the  eastern  section  of  the  Alewife 
Reservation  near  Yates  Pond  to  the  station/garage  complex.   The  Subcommittee 
made  several  recommendations  pertaining  to  the  ramps'  design  and  this 
section  of  the  Reservation. 

(a)  Of  particular  concern  to  the  Subcommittee  is  the  treatment 

of  the  Reservation  under  and  around  the  ramps  after  construc- 
tion.  It  is  recommended  that  this  area  be  treated  in  an 
aesthetically  pleasing  manner  so  that  vegetation  and  wildlife 
will  not  be  excluded  from  this  section  of  the  Reservation  after 
construction. 

(b)  It  is  recommended  that  canoe  passage  on  the  Little  River  and 
Alewife  Brook  be  maintained:   width  of  waterways  should  be 
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maintained  at  present  status  or  increased;  sufficient  head  height 
passage  under  the  ramps  should  be  insured . 

(c)  It  is  recommended  that  ramp  decks  be  thin,  independent,  and 

as  unobtrusive  as  possible  and  that  viaducts  be  used  to  minimize 
impacts  on  hydrology. 

(d)  It  is  recommended  that  lighting  be  designed  to  blend  with  the 
natural  setting  of  the  Reservation. 

(e)  It  is  recommended  that  the  Alewife  Task  Force  review  the  design 
of  the  roadways  project  at  various  stages  during  the  final  design 
period  to  assure  the  input  of  all  interested  parties. 

4.  Environmental  Impact  Statement  (EIS)  Mitigating  Measures 

The  Subcommittee  recommends  that  a  strong  statement  identify  mitigating 
and  compensating  measures  to  be  taken  to  reduce  the  negative  impacts  of  the 
construction  on  the  Reservation,  be  included  in  the  MDPW  EIS.   The  members' 
concerns  relate  to  the  maintenance  of  a  natural  or  park-like  atmosphere 
beneath  and  surrounding  the  ramps  and  the  Yates  Pond  area  so  that  the  Reser- 
vation remains  a  workable  open  space. 

5.  Master  Plan  for  the  Alewife  Brook  Reservation 

Considerable  discussion  was  held  by  the  Subcommittee  members  on  the 
types  of  management  and  the  intensity  of  human  activity  suitable  for 
specific  areas  of  the  Reservation.   No  consensus  was  reached  on  the  desir- 
ability or  levels  of  activity  appropriate  within  certain  parts  of  the 
Reservation.   It  is  recommended  that  the  MDC  formulate  a  Master  Plan  for 
the  Alewife  Brook  Reservation  which  would  define: 

(a)  the  most  sensitive  parts  of  the  Reservation  in  which  human 
activity  should  be  discouraged  or  kept  at  a  minimum. 

(b)  the  intensity  of  human  activity  and  types  of  recreational 
activities  which  can  be  supported  in  the  Reservation  with- 
out negative  impacts  on  the  ecology  of  the  Reservation. 

(c)  a  proposed  overall  design  for  review  by  all  concerned  parties. 

6.  Design  Criteria  for  Future  Development 

The  Subcommittee  recognizes  the  City  of  Cambridge's  desire  to  redevelop 
the  Triangle  parcel  located  just  south  of  the  Reservation.   It  is  recom- 
mended that  the  City's  revised  zoning  for  this  land  include  specific  design 
criteria,  particularly  height  limits  and  setback  requirements,  so  as  to 
minimize  the  shadow  and  aesthetic  impacts  on  the  Reservation. 
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7.  Alewife  Brook 

Subcommittee  members  believe  that  the  Alewife  area's  natural  amenities 
such  as  ponds  and  rivers,  be  enhanced  where  possible.   The  Alewife  Brook 
flows  south  from  its  confluence  with  the  Little  River  to  Fresh  Pond  within 
a  culvert.   Members  recommend  that  a  portion  of  the  Alewife  Brook  be 
opened  to  flow  uncovered  in  the  area  west  of  the  MBTA  station/garage 
complex. 

8.  Alewife  Brook  Parkway  Underpass 

As  mentioned  in  the  previous  section  on  priorities  for  road  and  rail- 
road crossings,  the  Subcommittee  recommends  two  types  of  grade  separated 
crossings  (actually  underpasses),  of  the  Parkway  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  Fresh  Pond  Shopping  Center.   Both  of  these  proposed  underpasses,  as 
presented  in  the  report,  Alewife:   Resolving  Environmental  and  Economic 
Conflicts ,  are  contingent  upon  the  design  of  the  new  MDC  bridge  over  the 
Fitchburg  line  right-of-way.   The  Subcommittee  believes  that  both  an 
automobile  underpass  immediately  south  of  the  tracks  and  a  pedestrian 
underpass  in  front  of  the  shopping  center  would  be  feasible  if  the  bridge 
design  includes  sufficient  elevation  south  of  the  tracks.   The  Subcommittee 
recognizes  a  need  for  both  of  these  underpasses  in  terms  of  controlling 
traffic  turning  movements  and  pedestrian  safety.   It  is  strongly  recom- 
mended that  the  MDC,  in  designing  the  new  bridge  explore  alternatives  and 
design  solutions  to  make  these  underpasses  feasible. 
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